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U8RARY 


Aberdeen,  April  22,  1841. 


SIR, 


In  addition  to  the  Testimonials  which  I  have  had 
the  honour  of  transmitting  to  yon,  permit  me  now  to  submit 
for  your  consideration  a  few  more  Certificates,  relating  to 
my  professional  qualifications  and  fitness  for  the  office  of 
House  Surgeon  to  the  Infirmary. 

The  originals  of  these,  the  Diploma  of  Surgeon, 
besides  that  of  A.M.,  and  the  Certificates  of  my  prelimi¬ 
nary  education,  shall  be  lodged  with  the  Treasurer  on  or 
before  the  26th  curt. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 


ALEXANDER  THOM, 

Surgeon. 
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CERTIFICATES. 


I. 

From  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davidson,  Minister  of  West  Parish , 

Aberdeeii. 


Aberdeen,  November  4tli,  1840. 

I  have  been  long  acquainted  with  Mr.  Alexander  Thom,  Student 
of  Medicine,  and  have  been  led  to  form  a  very  high  opinion  of 
him.  He  is  a  young  gentleman  of  most  respectable  character  and 
excellent  principles,  and  his  behaviour  has  been  always  most  cor¬ 
rect  and  exemplary.  Ilis  zeal  in  the  pursuit  of  his  professional 
studies  has  been  unremitting,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  his  pro¬ 
gress  has  been  in  proportion  to  it. 

I  am  confident  that  those  who  may  extend  their  patronage  to- 
,ward  him,  will  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  that  they  have 
assisted  a  most  deserving  individual.  It  is  with  great  pleasure 
that  I  bear  my  humble  testimony  to  his  worth. 

ALEXANDER  D.  DAVIDSON, 

Minister  of  West  Parish. 


II. 

From  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spence,  Minister  of  St.  Clement's ,  and  late 
Manager  in  the  Infirmary ,  Aberdeen. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  I  had  very  frequent  opportunities  of  noticing 
the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Alexander  Thom  fulfilled  the  duties  of 
House  Surgeon  in  the  Infirmary.  He  occupied  that  situation 
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during  the  three  months  when  I  was  on  the  weekly  Committee — 
and  I  then  expressed  the  same  approbation  of  his  conduct  as  I  do 
now,  viz.,  that  he  manifested  not  only  ample  knowledge  of  the 
duties  of  the  office,  but,  at  the  same  time,  that  kindness  and  at¬ 
tention  to  the  patients,  which  are  so  much  required  in  the  House 
Surgeon.  I  can  give  him  the  most  cordial  recommendation,  not 
simply  from  hearsay,  but  from  my  own  personal  observation. 

At  Aberdeen,  this  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-one  years. 

ALEX.  SPENCE, 

Minister  of  St.  Clement’s. 


III. 

From,  Dr.  Keith,  Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen,  November  6th,  1840. 

These  certify,  that  Mr.  Alexander  Thom  has  been  known  to  me 
for  several  years  as  a  most  diligent  and  intelligent  student.  The 
skill  and  ability  displayed  by  him  as  House  Surgeon  in  the 
Royal  Infirmary  here,  while  satisfactory  to  me,  were  most  credit¬ 
able  to  him. 

WILLIAM  KEITH,  M.D., 

Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Infirmary. 


IV. 

From  Dr.  Moir,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy ,  Aberdeen. 

Mr.  Alex.  Thom,  Surgeon,  attended  my  Lectures  on  Anatomy  and 
Physiology  during  five  successive  winters,  the  last  being  1840-41, 
and  likewise  a  Course  of  Lectures  on  Surgery,  delivered  by  me  in 
1838-39.  I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to 
his  diligence  and  regularity,  and  to  the  more  than  usual  know¬ 
ledge  which  he  has  acquired  of  the  structure  of  the  human  body. 
His  steadiness  and  patient  labour,  to  which  I  can  likewise  certify, 
particularly  adapt  him  for  the  situation  of  House  Surgeon  in  the 
Aberdeen  Infirmary,  for  which  I  understand  he  is  now  a  candi- 
dcttc 

ANDREW  MOIR,  M.D., 

Lecturer  on  Anatomy  in  the  University  and 
King’s  College,  Aberdeen. 


V. 

From  David  Kerr,  Esq.,  Lecturer  on  Surgery,  Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen,  April  20th,  1841. 

I  certify,  tliat  Mr.  Alexander  Thom  attended  the  Lectures  on  the 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  given  by  me  in  King’s  College 
Medical  School,  during  the  Sessions  of  1839-40,  and  1840-41 ;  and 
I  have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  great  progress 
he  made  in  his  professional  studies,  as  evinced  at  the  Examina¬ 
tions  during  the  Sessions  above  mentioned.  From  his  studious 
and  regular  habits,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  Mr. 
Thom  as  an  industrious  and  zealous  cultivator  of  Medical  Science, 
and  from  the  assistance  he  has  given  me  in  some  of  my  surgical 
operations,  I  think  him.  well  qualified  to  undertake  the  duties  of 
House  Surgeon  to  the  Infirmary. 

DAVID  KERR, 

Lecturer  on  Surgery,  King’s  College. 


VI. 

From  Dr.  Harvey,  Lecturer  on  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  in 
Marischal  College,  Aberdeen . 

/axiw  j  ljl x  jlJl i  /  x y  »<j /  i » i  ,u  J-1 ) I  I'M.)  n  - J  i it'  •  c  *  ;  l f  ;  r  If  1  M  1  f  y  \  r»  jyj 

Aberdeen,  April  20th,  1841. 

I  have  known  Mr.  Thom  for  some  years,  and  have  had  reason  to 
form  a  very  favourable  opinion  of  his  general  character,  and  his 
professional  acquirements.  And,  should  Mr.  Thom  be  appointed 
to  the  office  of  House  Surgeon  in  the  Infirmary,  for  which  he  is 
a  candidate,  I  have  no  doubt  but  he  will  give  every  satisfaction 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  incumbent  on  him. 

ALEX.  HARVEY,  M.D. 
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VII. 

From  Dr.  Macrobin,  Professor  of  Medicine,  Marischal  College , 
and  Physician  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  Aberdeen. 

!„y 

Aberdeen,  October  30th,  1840. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  certifying,  that  during  Mr.  Alex.  Thom’s 
attendance  at  my  Class  in  Marischal  College,  I  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  observing  the  zeal  and  assiduity  with  which  he 
prosecuted  his  studies.  I  consider  Mr.  Thom  to  be  in  all  respects 
a  very  meritorious  student,  and  well  deserving  of  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  those  who  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  promote  his 
professional  interests,  and  future  prospects  in  life. 

J.  MACROBIN,  M.D., 

Prof,  of  Medicine,  Mar.  College. 


VIII. 

From  W.  C.  Fowler,  Esq.,  Surgeon ,  Aberdeen. 

King’s  College,  October  27th,  1840. 

These  certify,  that  Mr.  Alexander  Thom  attended  my  Course  of 
Lectures  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  during  the  summer  session 
of  1840  ;  that  his  attendance  was  regular,  his  behaviour  most  ex¬ 
emplary,  and  the  progress  he  made  such  as  to  reflect  upon  him 
very  great  credit  indeed. 

From  the  opportunities  which  I  have  had  of  meeting  Mr.  Thom, 
I  have  much  pleasure  in  being  able  to  state  that  I  have  formed  a 
high  opinion  of  his  industry,  his  talents,  and  attainments ;  and 
that  I  am  persuaded  he  will  in  due  time  prove  himself  to  be  an 
able  and  useful  practitioner. 


W.  C.  FOWLER, 

Surgeon,  Lecturer  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  to  King’s  College 

and  University,  Aberdeen. 
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IX. 

From  Du.  Steel,  Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen,  April  20th,  1841. 

I  certify,  that  Mr.  Alexander  Thom  lias  been  my  pupil  for  some 
years  back ;  and  from  the  many  opportunities  which  I  have  had 
of  judging  of  his  qualifications,  I  can,  with  confidence,  say,  that  he 
possesses  mental  endowments  of  a  very  high  order  •  that  his  ap¬ 
plication  to  study  has  been  continuous  and  intense  ;  that  his  pro¬ 
fessional  acquirements  are  both  extensive  and  varied ;  and  that 
he  is  fully  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  responsible  medi¬ 
cal  situation  to  public  satisfaction. 

J.  A.  STEEL,  M.D., 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London. 


X. 

From  Dr.  Gregory,  Professor  of  Medicine,  King's  College. 

King’s  College,  Aberdeen,  November  5th,  1840. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  certifying,  that  Mr.  Alexander  Thom  is 
known  to  me,  having  very  diligently  attended  my  six  months’ 
Course  of  Lectures,  on  Materia  Medica,  winter  session,  1839-40, 
and  my  three  months’  Course  of  Practical  Chemistry,  summer, 
1840;  and  that  I  have  formed  a  very  favourable  opinion  of  his 
abilities,  his  acquirements,  and  his  character,  which  have  been 
highly  creditable  to  him.  Mr.  Thom  has  greatly  distinguished 
himself  here  as  a  zealous  and  persevering  Student  of  Medicine. 

WIILIAM  GREGORY,  M.D., 

Prof.  Medicine,  K.C. 


XI. 

From  Dr.  Kilgour,  Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen  Infirmary,  October  31st,  1840. 
Mr.  Alexander  Thom  acted  as  my  Clinical  Clerk,  during  a  period 
of  six  months ;  and  the  zeal  and  diligence  he  exhibited  in  taking 
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down  the  history  of  the  cases,  and  in  conducting  the  post-mor¬ 
tem  examinations,  were  such  as  to  call  for  my  thanks  to  him  in 
presence  of  the  Clinical  Class. 

AL.  KILGOUR,  M.D., 

Lecturer  on  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Aberdeen  Infirmary. 


XII. 

From  Alexander  Fraser,  Esq.,  Surgeon ,  Aberdeen , 

Schoolhill,  Aberdeen,  November  1st,  1840. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  Alex.  Thom,  A.M.,  attended  my  Lectures 
on  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  during 
session  1838-39,  and  was  one  of  the  most  intelligent  students. 
I  have  since  formed  a  very  intimate  friendship  with  him ;  and  in 
my  humble  opinion,  he  is  wTell  acquainted  with  his  profession, 
and  in  every  respect  a  very  superior  young  man. 

ALEX.  FRASER, 

Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Aberdeen  General  Dispensary 
and  Lying-in  Institution. 


XIII. 

From  Dr.  Laing,  Senior  Surgeon ,  Aberdeen  Infirmary. 

Aberdeen,  October  31st,  1840. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  Mr.  Alexander  Thom  acted  as  my  Clinical 
Clerk  and  Dresser  in  the  Aberdeen  Infirmary  for  a  period  of  six 
months,  in  the  years  1838-39,  and  that  I  was  much  pleased  with 
the  talent  and  assiduity  which  he  displayed  on  all  occasions 
during  that  time. 

W.  LAING,  M.D., 

Surgeon,  and  Clinical  Lecturer  in  the  Aberdeen 
Infirmary. 
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XIY. 

From  Dr.  Spence,  late  House  Surgeon ,  Aberdeen  Infirmary. 

Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeen,  October  27th,  1840. 

I  certify,  that  Mr.  Alexander  Thom  officiated  as  House  Surgeon 
to  this  Hospital  for  me,  from  the  12th  of  June  to  the  3rd  of 
September,  1840,  during  my  residence  in  the  country  on  account 
of  illness ;  and  that  I  had  the  highest  reason  to  he  satisfied  with 
the  careful  and  diligent  manner  in  which  Mr.  Thom  discharged 
the  duties  of  the  office,  and  with  his  kindness  and  attention  to  the 
patients  committed  to  his  charge.  I  believe  Mr.  Thom  to  be  a 
well-informed  young  man,  of  good  abilities  and  steady  attentive 
habits,  and  especially  of  sound  principles ;  and  I  can  confidently 
assert,  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  exert  himself  to  the  ut¬ 
most  of  his  power  to  give  satisfaction  in  any  office  with  which  he 
may  be  intrusted. 

ALEX.  L.  SPENCE,  M.D., 

House  Surgeon  to  the  Aberdeen  Royal  Infirmary. 


XV. 


From  the  Medical  Attendants  of  the  Aberdeen  Infirmary. 

Aberdeen  Infirmary,  October  31st,  1840. 

We  hereby  certify,  that  Mr.  Alexander  Thom  acted  as  House 
Surgeon  in  this  Hospital  during  three  months  of  the  present 
year,  and  that  his  care  and  attention  in  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  that  office  were  such  as  to  receive  our  unqualified  appro¬ 
bation. 

W.  LAING,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

RO.  DYCE,  M.D.,  Physician. 

AL.  KILGOUR,  M.D.,  Physician. 
WILLIAM  KEITH,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

JN.  CADENHEAD,  Opthalmic  Surgeon. 
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XVT. 

From  the  Medical  Attendants  of  the  Aberdeen  General  Dispensary, 
Lying-in ,  and  Vaccine  Institution. 

These  are  to  certify,  that  Mr.  Alexander  Tiiom  attended  the 
Medical,  Surgical,  and  Midwifery  Practice  of  this  Institution, 
from  4th  July,  1838,  to  22nd  August,  1839,  and  during  that 
time  visited  and  prescribed  for  the  patients  at  their  own  houses. 

JOHN  GALEN,  M.D. 

ALEX.  HARYEY,  M.D. 

J.  CAMPBELL,  Surgeon. 

WILLIAM  LESLIE,  Surgeon. 

ALEX.  FRASER,  Surgeon. 

WILLIAM  TEMPLETON,  Surgeon. 


XVII. 


From  the  late  Dr.  Davidson,  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen,  October  29th,  1840. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  Mr.  Alexander  Thom  was  a  Student  in  the 
Natural  History  Class  during  the  Session  of  1835-36,  at  Marischal 
College  and  University;  and  that  he  was  very  attentive  to  his 
studies,  and  made  distinguished  progress,  as  he  shewed,  both 
in  the  examinations  and  exercises ;  and  that  in  every  way  he  con¬ 
ducted  himself  entirely  to  my  satisfaction. 

JA.  DAVIDSON,  M.D.,  H.N.Pix 


XVIII. 

sjr 

From  Dr.  Cruickshank,  Marischal  College. 

Marischal  College,  Aberdeen,  October  30th,  1840. 

I  certify,  that  Alexander  Tiiom,  A.M.,  attended  the  First  Mathe¬ 
matical  Class,  in  the  Marischal  College  and  University,  during 
Session  1835-36,  and  the  Second,  during  Session  1836-37  ;  that 
he  conducted  himself  with  exemplary  propriety  as  a  Student ; 
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that  he  iiiade  highly  satisfactory  progress  in  his  studies ;  and 
that  he  obtained  the  degree  of  A.M.  in  April,  1838,  after  strict 
examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  curriculum  of  arts. 

JOHN  CRUICKSHANK, 

Professor  of  Mathematics. 


N.B. — Besides  these,  the  following  shall  be  lodged  with  the 
Treasurer ,  at  the  Infirmary  : — 


Diploma  for  the  Degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  in  April,  1838,  cer¬ 
tified  by 

AL.  BANNERMAN,  D.F. 

I).  DEWAR,  D.D.,  Principal. 

ALEX.  BLACK,  D.D.,  Prof,  of  Div. 

JA.  DAVIDSON,  M.D.,  H.N.,  and  C.P. 

CHAR.  SKENE,  M.D.,  Med.  Prof. 

WILLIAM  KNIGHT,  LL.D.,  Nat.  Philos.  Prof. 

ROBERT  JAMES  BROWN,  D.D.,  Greek  Prof. 

JOHN  CRUICKSHANK,  LL.D.,  Math.  Prof. 

THOMAS  CLARK,  M.D.,  Chem.  Prof. 

G.  G.  M‘LEAN,  L.L.O.O.P. 

GEO.  GLENNIE,  D.D.,  Mor.  Ph.  &  Lo.  P.,  Promoter. 


XX. 

Latin,  in  Marischal  College,  under  Dr.  Melvin,  during  Sessions 
1833-34,  and  1835-36. 


XXI. 

Greek,  in  Marischal  College,  under  Dr.  Brown,  during  Sessions 
1833-34,  1834-35,  and  1835-36. 


XXII. 

Natural  Philosophy,  in  Marischal  College,  under  Dr.  Knight, 
during  Session  1836-3/. 
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XXI 11. 

Moral  Philosophy,  in  Maris  dial  College,  under  Dr.  Glennie, 
during  Session  1837-38, 


XXIV. 

Certificate  of  Admission  as  a  Member  of  the  Junior  Class  of  tlie 
Medico-Chirurgical  Society  of  Aberdeen,  on  3rd  August,  1838, 
and  of  having  attended  the  Meetings  of  that  Class  for  two  years. 


XXV. 

Chemistry,  in  Marischal  College,  under  Dr.  Clark,  during  Ses¬ 
sion  1838-39. 


XXVI. 

Practical  Chemistry,  in  Marischal  College,  under  Dr.  Clark,  in 
1839. 


XXVII. 

Botany,  under  George  Dickie,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Aberdeen,  in 
1837. 


XXVIII. 

Practical  Pharmacy,  in  the  shop  of  the  Dispensary,  for  six 
months. 


XXIX. 

Practical  Pharmacy,  at  the  shop  of  Messrs.  Urquhart  &  Fullar- 
ton,  for  four  months,  in  1838. 


XXX. 

Certificate  of  having  been  engaged  in  Compounding  and  Dis¬ 
pensing  the  Medicines,  and  in  performing  the  minor  operations  of 
Surgery  in  the  Infirmary,  for  six  months. 

OP  P  ' 
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XXXI. 

Materia  Medica,  in  King’s  College,  under  l)r.  Gregory,  during 
Session  1839-40. 


XXXII. 


Practice  of  Medicine,  in  Maris  dial  College,  under  Dr.  Mac¬ 
robin,  during  Session  1839-40. 


XXXIII. 

Botany,  in  King’s  College,  under  Mr.  Dickie,  in  1840. 


XXXIV. 

Practical  Chemistry,  in  King’s  College,  under  Dr.  Gregory, 
in  1840. 


XXXV. 

Clinical  Surgery,  in  the  Infirmary,  under  Dr.  Laing,  for  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  twelve  months,  during  the  years  1839-40  and  1841. 


XXXVI. 

Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Infirmary,  under  Dr.  Kilgour,  for  a 
period  of  nine  months,  during  the  years  1839-40  and  1841. 


XXXVII. 

Practice  of  Physic,  in  King’s  College,  under  Dr.  Kilgour,  dur¬ 
ing  Session  1840-41. 


XXXVIII. 


Institutes  of  Medicine,  in  Marischal  College,  under  Dr.  Harvey, 
during  Session  1840-41. 

O 


XXXIX. 

Hospital  Attendance  at  Aberdeen,  for  two  years  and  nine 
months,  commencing  in  May,  1838. 

Certified  by 

RO.  DYCE,  M.D.  1  .  .  W.  LAING,  M.D.  )  e 

AL.  KILGOUR,  M.D.  j  Physicians‘  WM.  KEITH,  M.D.  j  & ngeo,ls‘ 

ALEX.  L.  SPENCE,  M.D.,  House  Surgeon.  . 

W.  WALKER,  Secretary. 


XL. 


Diploma  of  Surgeon  from  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Lon¬ 
don,  dated  16th  April,  1841,  and  signed  by 

JOHN  P.  VINCENT,  President. 


GEO.  JAS.  GUTHRIE,  )  Tr. 

ANTHONY  WHITE,  J  T  ice  Presidents 


Hon.  L.  THOMAS. 
ROBT.  KEATE. 

JOHN  G.  ANDREWS. 


SAMUEL  COOPER. 
WM.  LAURENCE. 
BEN.  TRAVERS. 


Enrolled  by  EDM.  BELFOUR,  Secy. 


D.  Chalmers  &  Co.,  Printers,  Aberdeen. 


